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PHASE 1 - ANALYSIS

PHASE 2 - VISIONING

PHASE 3 - RECOMMENDATIONS

What are the area’s existing conditions?

What could the area become?

How do we make the vision reality?

• Physical Analysis 
• Historical Research 
• Community Needs & Desires 

• Vision Statement
• Schematic Plan Alternatives  
• Pros & Cons Evaluations 
• Level of Magnitude Cost Analysis

• Selecting a Preferred Alternative 
• Plan Refinement
• Phasing Interpretation Framework Strategy
• Maintenance, Operations, & Management
• Revenue Opportunities 

WINTER - SPRING 2025 

SUMMER 2025 

For over two centuries, a Revolutionary War prisoner 
of war encampment known as Camp Security was 
known to have existed in the Stonybrook section of 
Springettsbury Township near the historic Schultz 
farmhouse, yet the exact location of the camp facilities 
had been a mystery. In 1979, through the combined 
efforts of township officials, the Pennsylvania 
Historical and Museum Commission, and Historic York, 
Inc., archeological investigations  located a portion 
of the encampment on undeveloped land of the Wiest 
farm. Through numerous additional archeological 
excavations and extensive archival research, a great 
deal of information has been gathered about the camp 
and many of its key elements. 

Building on these efforts, Springettsbury Township, 
with the support of the Friends of Camp Security 
(FOCS), acquired the 162 acres of farmland 
surrounding the archeological investigation area. 
This area includes Camp Security Park, an 11 acre 
recreational facility, and four distinct agricultural 
fields that incorporate what is believed to be the 
primary area of the 18th century POW camp. The 
township property is bounded on its western edge by 
Brook Creek, a small stream that flows into Kreutz 
Creek and eventually the Susquehanna River 7 miles 
east. It is almost entirely surrounded by modern 
residential neighborhoods. The former Schultz 
farmhouse complex remains privately owned.

The Springettsbury Township’s Parks and 
Recreation Department is leading an effort to 
develop a master plan that defines the future 
for the area as a recreational, environmental, 
and historical resource for residents and 
visitors.   
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CAMP SECURITY
PARK MASTER PLANNING PROJECT

P k & R ti D t t

The Master Planning Process
Springettsbury Township received a matching grant 
from the Pennsylvania Department of Conservation 
and Natural Resources (DCNR) to create a master 
plan for Camp Security Park. The DCNR funding 

stipulates an overall planning process for 
how a master plan should be developed, its 
key components, and the need for a robust 
community engagement component. 

Primary Contact & Project Team:

Master Plan Consultant Team:

Credit: Friends Of Camp Security 

For more information please contact
Brandy Shope
Director of Parks and Recreation

Springettsbury Township
1501 Mt. Zion Road, York, PA 17402 
717-757-3521 ext. 406
Fax: 717-757-7856
brandy.shope@springettsbury.com



TOWNSHIP PROPERTY

53 camp-period objects but found the GPR 
anomalies to be geologic (Crawmer 2019). 

Research continued in 2020 to identify 
high probability areas based on artifact 
distributions. Surface collection, metal 
detecting, and excavation over 27.4 acres 
yielded 69 camp-period artifacts including 
a button foil stamped with a “33”. This 
object is attributed to the British 33rd 
Regiment who were captured at Yorktown 
and detained at Camp Security. Limited 
excavation uncovered a historic post hole 
and large hand-dug pit in the Wiest Lower 
Field. This field was determined to present 
the highest probability of containing camp 
features, such as a stockade (Crawmer et al. 
2021:34).

A shovel test pit survey was completed 
in 2021 within the tree line between the 
Wiest Upper and Lower fields. The ter-
races, first observed by Catts and Roberts 
(2000:10), contained a mix of 18th–century 
and modern artifacts. The terraces are 
visible in a 1947 aerial photograph but 
are not seen in a similar 1937 photograph. 
Paired with the archaeological results, these 
images prove the terraces were constructed 
sometime between 1937 and 1947 (Crawmer 

et al. 2022:13–17). Nine exploratory trenches 
in the Wiest Lower Field found nine post 
holes, two wells, and a burnt trash pit. Ob-
jects in the trash pit date to the early-20th 
century and the wells and post holes were 
devoid of artifacts. The post hole distribu-
tion was random, so structures in the Wiest 
Lower Field could not be recognized at the 
conclusion of the 2021 season (Crawmer et 
al. 2022:17–22).

In 2022, a follow-up excavation 
uncovered an additional 78 post holes, 4 
pits, a fire feature, and a trench (Crawmer 
and Skinner 2023:16). Post hole patterning 
highlighted a large wall formation made 
up of eastern, western, and central walls, 
an “internal structure” set within them, a 
possible fence line, and a historic stockade. 
The stockade features a closely spaced 
arrangement of 24 posts set within a 
continuous trench (Crawmer and Skinner 
2023:18) (Figure 4). This mirrors the con-
struction of French and Indian War forts 
in Pennsylvania, such as Fort Loudoun, 
Fort Halifax, Fort Augusta, Fort Necessity, 
and Fort Ligonier (Warfel 2013). Based 
on physical and historical evidence, it is 
inferred that the stockade discovered in 

Camp Security was a complex of facilities that held 
British prisoners of war from the summer of 1781 until 
the end of the Revolutionary War in 1783. The prisoners 
were non-commissioned officers and privates of the 
British Army captured at the Battles of Saratoga in 
1777. These prisoners were a portion of the 5,800 
British, Canadian, and German soldiers often referred 
to as the Convention Army, referencing the Convention 
of Saratoga which outlined the initial terms of their 
surrender. As was customary at the time, the families of 
some of the soldiers were permitted to stay with them. 
An estimated almost 1,000 men, women and children of 
the Convention Army were sent to Camp Security. About 
four months after the Battle of Yorktown, in January of 
1782, an additional 800 British captives and their family 
members of Lord Cornwallis’s army were brought to 
Camp Security from Virginia.

Camp Security is the only remaining undeveloped site 
of a prisoner of war encampment from the American 
Revolutionary War in the United States. Accounts from 
the time suggest that the size of the overall complex 
may have ranged from at least 20 to 40 acres, and 
consisted primarily of two portions, a 2-3 acre wooden 
stockade and a relatively unguarded village of huts 
built on higher ground.  British prisoners derisively 
called the village “Camp Indulgence,” owing to its lack 
of guards. Over time, the Convention Army prisoners 
resided in the village while the British captives from 
the Battle of Yorktown, seen as a greater security risk, 
remained in the stockade. 

At the end of the Revolutionary War, those prisoners 
remaining at Camp Security were released in May 1783 
to be marched to New York for their return to England. 

Use of the property reverted back to David Brubaker, 
who had been the landowner of the farm on which 
the camp was situated. Subsequently and continuing 
into the twenty-first century, the land was used for 
agricultural purposes. Despite the significance of 
the site, and the written accounts of life there, there 
have been no discovered documents that can identify 
the precise locations of the stockade and the village 
site. There have been ten archeological explorations 
of the site between 2000 and 2024 using a variety 
of methods including surface surveys, magnetic 
geophysical surveys, and aerial imagery. These efforts 
have been supported through a combination of funds 
from the state, county, and local governments, as 
well as national funds and private foundations. The 
primary focus of these investigations is determining 
the exact location and extent of the stockade. The most 
recent work located a portion of the stockade wall in 
the Lower Wiest field. The National Park Services has 
provided grant funding to the FOCS to support further 
archaeological investigations focused on locating more 
evidence of the stockade’s extent, in 2025 and 2026.  

Friends of Camp Security was formed in 1999 with the 
mission of preserving, interpreting, and commemorating 
Camp Security. Their work includes pursuing grants and 
funding support for archeological research, expanding 
historic documentation of the site, and advocating for the 
site’s long-term preservation. FOCS is working closely 
with the Township on the master planning project.

Why is Camp Security Historically Significant?

What is the Friends of Camp Security 
(FOCS) organization?

Credit: York Daily Record Credit: Friends of Camp Security 
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